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Bits & 
pieces

‘Caesar,’ ‘Love’s Labor’ at fete

The bard William Shakespeare

Everyone is invited to the FREE 
Homeschool Shakespeare Troupe 
Festival!

July 13th and 14th at the 
Humanities Stage at Chattanooga 
State

Parking is free.
Friday, July 13: The Winter’s 

Tale at 7 pm
Saturday, July 14: Love’s 

Labour’s Lost at 2 m and Julius 
Caesar at 7 pm

Broad cultural 
experiences

In homeschool, I was in piano lessons, 
a band, science classes at the community 
college, a theater group, and played sports. 
My own children take singing lessons, play 
ukuleles that they write original songs for, 
have jobs at the local farmers market, and 
take care of backyard chickens. On a regular 
basis, they interact with a diverse range 
of adults and children. Because of this, 
they’re actually socialized on a broader scale 
than typical children. I can always tell a 
homeschooled child because they often stay 
and participate in conversations with adults. 
Other kids will catch up and be just fine 
socially, but I do think homeschooled kids 
have a headstart. (Rev. Michael Rennier, 
“Why homeschooling is fast becoming the 
modern way to educate your kids,” Aleteia.
org, June 3, 2018)

Strike shows people use 
schools as babysitters

It doesn’t take much effort to cause 
offense in our supersensitive times. 
Practically any statement uttered with 
passionate conviction can provoke angry 
condemnation, after which an apology is 
practically de rigueur.

Sure enough, Kentucky Gov. Matt 
Bevin, a Republican, apologized two days 
after asserting in the following manner his 
frustration with a walkout of thousands of 
Bluegrass State teachers: “I guarantee you 
somewhere in Kentucky today a child was 
sexually assaulted that was left at home 
because there was nobody there to watch 
them. I guarantee you somewhere today, 
a child was physically harmed or ingested 
poison because they were home alone 
because a single parent didn’t have enough 
money to take care of them.”

Apart from the hyperbolic use of dire 
predictions and the mangled syntax, Bevin’s 
statement should have provoked more 
reflection than anger. His blast was not 
so much a personal attack on individual 
teachers as a commentary on the extent 
to which public schools have become a 
babysitting service.

Whether because of a walkout, 
a wildcat strike, or a full-fledged union-
instigated strike, the sudden shutdown 
of fully staffed government-run schools 
leaves parents scrambling to make child-
care arrangements for their children. 
Parents perceive the public schools as 
saving them big bucks for sitters, nannies, 
or nurseries, while seldom factoring in the 
ever-rising taxes they pay for comprehensive 
government schooling, pre-K through grade 
12. (Robert Holland, “Striking teachers a 
boon to homeschooling,” Heartland,org, 
June 5, 2018)

Connecticut targets 
homeschooling families

Following Connecticut officials’ 
failure to follow through in the case of 
an abusive and negligent mother whose 
autistic son starved to death, the office of the 
Connecticut Child Advocate has decided to 
target homeschooling families and use the 
case to build support for state regulation of 
parents who wish to educate their children 
at home.

The case of the Tirado family is yet 

another “House of Horrors” situation, not 
unlike the recent case of the Turpin family 
of California, who shackled their children 
to their beds and starved them in a so-called 
private school.

*** Katiria Tirado, 34, was sentenced 
to 11 years in prison after pleading guilty to 
manslaughter in the death of Matthew, her 
17-year-old autistic son. When Matthew died 
in February 2017, he was 5 feet, 8 inches 
tall, and weighed 84 pounds, with cuts and 
bruises over his body. His death was ruled 
a homicide and the medical examiner said 
he died of “fatal child abuse syndrome with 
dehydration and malnutrition.”

Katiria had been reported repeatedly to 
Connecticut’s Department of Children and 
Families for suspected abuse and neglect. 
Although Matthew was enrolled in his 
Hartford district school, his mother failed to 
send him to school, causing him to be truant. 
At one point, a school psychologist reported 
Matthew had not attended school for an 
entire year.

Despite the many horrific government 
failures of the Tirado case, Sarah Eagan, 
who heads the Connecticut Office of the 

Please turn to Page 10
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By Joy Cherrick

One of the most surprising aspects of 
homeschooling my children continues to be 
how much of an education I am receiving. 
I’ve been pressed to learn more about myself 
and how I work best, more about my God as 
He sanctifies me, and more about the world 
we live in, so that I can lead my children 
on a journey that introduces them to truth, 
goodness and beauty. My education happens 
through my daily work and setting aside time 
to grow my mind through reading.

When I take up the torch of education 
for myself, a little magic happens in my 
home. There is a trickle down effect; when 
I’m learning and growing my children catch 
my fire and they too learn and grow. See? 
Magic.

Learning through work
Before my oldest child began first 

grade, I ran a small online business. I found 
that I was able to learn a lot about myself 
through that work. I really enjoyed the 
intellectual challenges of problem solving 
with technology, managing a team and 
expressing myself creatively through writing 
and graphic design. When my husband and 
I decided that it was time for me to put that 
work aside and focus on our family, I was a 
little disappointed because of the intellectual 
life I was able to exercise through that work. 
And yet, I knew that God was calling me to 
different work. 

So, I challenged myself to pour out 
my creativity and intellectual energy into 
our home life. It didn’t take me long to 
find some inefficient systems needing an 
overhaul and some skills I could improve 
upon to help our home run more smoothly.

This shift surprised me. I don’t think 
that I believed my home could provide the 
intellectual challenge that the business world 
provided. I was excited to find ways to 
express my “business” skills and creativity 
in our home. My work in our home became 

less of a chore and a burden and more of a 
habit and a source of delight. I was able to 
find beauty and fulfillment in the seemingly 
mundane.

T hat shift happened years 
ago now and I can still see 
the benefits of taking on the 
work that is before me with 

diligence. One thing that I’ve learned is just 
how important work is to my daily rhythm. 
It is not something to groan and complain 

about (though that does happen), instead it is 
realizing the privilege of being made in the 
image of God, then joining Him in the daily 
work of creating and subduing a healthy 
home atmosphere. We were, after all, made 
to work and we join God in His work as 
we do the everyday tasks that are less than 
glamorous.

I can see the need for meaningful work 
in my children as well. Chores create a 

These books are those in my stack, some of which wobble on my nightstand. (Photo Joy 
herrick)

Trickle-down learning for mom
Intellectual life shifts 
from outside work to 
homeschooling

Please turn to Page 15
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Bookish ramblings
My column for the July/Aug issue for the 

Esprit is traditionally about children’s books. 
OK, I hear the snickers out there — you are 

thinking anytime I write, I pretty much write 
about children’s books. I admit it is a favorite 
topic. 

But I just came back from an education 
conference in which one of the chats I helped to 
moderate was (surprise!) a book chat. 

I came away a bit sad at how many moms, 
young moms especially, really did not know 
how to find books for their children. Perhaps 
they did not know how to tell a good book from 
a mediocre book. Perhaps their libraries, like 
the Chattanooga library, have decimated their 
holdings and are transitioning to more and more 
digital resources over real books. 

So in this column, I will share why real 
books are important, where to find the best lists, 
what are the best online resources if you want 
to ask questions or educate yourself, and where 
to find books other than the local library.  Plus I 
hope to convince many of you to start your own 
home libraries to bless your family and those 
around you. 

Paper vs. digital/screen: I have heard the 
argument of folks that are trying to simplify, to 
consolidate, to save money and trees.  A few 
years ago, I bought a Kindle and I am very 
thankful for it, especially when I travel and do 
not have to schlep books. 

I have also found it invaluable for those 
books that are out of print but in the public 
domain, and on my son’s reading list.  That 
said, I still maintain that what you read from a 
screen, even an eye-friendly one like the Kindle 
paperwhite, is interpreted by your brain very 
differently than what you read from an actual 
hold it in your hands, made of paper and boards 
book.  

If you do a search for “digital vs paper” you 
will come up with a plethora of articles on why 
paper books should not be replaced with digital 
media on a screen. One article shows how our 
critical thinking skills are not developed when 
we read from screens, nor is the information 
retained meaningfully. 

There is something about navigating a 
physical page and seeing it in context of an 
entire hold in your hands book that makes your 
brain work more efficiently and allows you to 
interact with the ideas. 

I do not know about you, but I have been 
dismayed to do book searches at our local 
library and find that the book is only available 
as an e-book. Yes, it is more immediate but I 
prefer my reading in books that I can touch, 
smell and page through. When I am reading for 

information and not just for pleasure, I need to 
be able to underline, make notes in the margin 
and go back to find related passages.  

I am not ready to give up my Kindle, it 
definitely has a place. But I much prefer real 
books and will continue to collect them and 
huddle up with them in my comfy chair. 

The Best Booklists: So let us say you are 
a homeschool mom with a child who loves to 
read about children and their pets. Where do 
you go to find worthy titles? 

And let me go on a bit of a rabbit trail about 
my use of the word worthy. You can do a search 
for books about pets for children and you will 
come up with some titles. But I am sad to say 
that most of the books that have been published 
recently are not what I consider a worthy book, 
in that I do not think it is respectful of the child 
as a person. 

A worthy book needs to tell a really good 
story, it needs to tell it well with interesting, not 
dumbed down language. It should not be busy 
with unrelated facts everywhere on the page. 
The art should be attractive and not cartoonish 
(actually this last is a preference I have but may 

Please turn to Page 4
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not be needful in a worthy book!).  You will 
know a worthy book in that when you are 
reading it aloud and decide 
to stop for the day, you 
will be met with groans 
and entreaties from your 
children to please do not 
stop but continue reading 
PUH-LEASE!

Some of my favorite 
books on booklists for 
children are: 

▶ Honey for a Child’s 
Heart by Gladys Hunt (she 
also has one for teens and 
one for women) 

▶ Books Children Love 
by Elizabeth Wilson

▶ Who Then Shall We 
Read (both volumes) by 
Jan Bloom

▶ The Read Aloud 
Handbook by Jim Trelease. 

Online Help: You may 
not have any of the above 
books, but never fear, help 
is just a click away. 

▶ My favorite online group for 
suggestions is the Facebook group The 
Bookroom. The moderator Valerie Jacobson 
also has an amazing website of books worth 
considering for your home library. The 
Bookroom is like having a group of veteran 
moms and booklovers at your disposal.  

▶ Another really helpful website is Living 
Books Library. It has published lots of Top 
10 lists and these ladies know their books.

▶ One more I just discovered recently is 
called What Do We Do All Day. Here you 
will find over 100 booklists for children. I am 
not always in agreement with book choices 
but generally they are good and often there 
are very helpful descriptions. 

I may or may 
not have just placed 
an order while I was 
“researching” some 
of these websites! 

If you want 
to know if a book 
or a set of books 
you have is worth 
keeping, you might 
check into the fb 
group Reshelving 
Alexandria. 

Warning: this site 
may be dangerous if 
you have book envy. 

However, it is 
so very helpful if 
you are building 
your own library. 
And if you are just 
looking for books 
for yourself to read, 
the PPPS:Potato Peel 
Book Community, 
a fb group is such a 

great place to figure out what you might want 
to read next based on what you have already 
loved. I know there are apps and websites 
that use algorithms to do that same thing, but 
kindred souls are just so much better at it. 

Finding Books: OK, you are now armed 
with a list of books from friends online, 
various lists or books on books. 

Where do you find these treasures if your 
local library does not have them? 

▶ First off, I would like to encourage you 
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Loving books 
Continued from Page 5 

Calendar
n July 20, 21, Expo and 
curriculum fair

to come to the library book sales. 
That is the most inexpensive way to add 

to your home library. There are so many 
good books that need to be rescued. The 
next one is the first week in September. 

▶ Of course, We all know about 
Amazon, but I am increasingly finding that I 
can do better pricewise. 

▶ If it is a vintage, hard to find book, 
the first place to try is abebooks.com. Prices 
here are also pretty high, but it has the best 
collection of out-of-print books. 

▶ If it is not too rare and you do not 
mind gently used, I would try ThriftBooks 
or BetterWorldBooks. Both often have 
great percentage-off deals and always free 
shipping if you spend $10, which is very 
easy to do.

▶ If you want to price compare, try 
addall.com. I think there are separate sites 
for new and used books. 

I n the 20 plus years I have 
been homeschooling, I have 
amassed a pretty decent home 
library here in Soddy-Daisy. I 

have named it The Green Door Children’s 
Heritage Library. You can contact me on fb 
Messenger if you would like to schedule a 
visit to borrow books or if you just need my 
help in finding specific books to suit your 
children or to supplement your children’s 
lessons. 

Let me encourage you to consider how 
you might add books, living books with 
living ideas to supplement your homeschool 
lessons. 

Biographies and historical fiction 
are a natural supplement to any history 
curriculum. Well chosen poems can provide 
a way to start your homeschool day or a 
beauty break between academic lessons. 

There are many living science books that 
will complement your science topics. If your 
child is interested in something, there is a 
pretty good chance I either have a book or 
know some titles to recommend to you.

Of course there is one more place for 
you to find great books for your children 
and that is at our very own Home Education 
Expo. July 20 and 21.  

I will be at the CSTHEA booth most 
of the time. Please do stop by and let me 
know how I can help connect you and 
your children with wonderful books.   — 
Jeannette Tulis
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By Tammy Drennan

When my kids were growing up, I set 
aside $300 to spend at the curriculum fair 
every year. Your budget may be bigger or 
smaller. You may be looking for actual 
curricula or supplements. 

I was always looking for supplements 
– things that would make education pop for 
my kids. Here are some things that turned 
out to have lasting value for me.

▶ Math: I wish I knew the name of the 
company that makes the best math game I 
ever bought. They’ve been showing up at 
the CSTHEA fair for a long time. Take a 
look at the photo of the game I love and see 
if you can find them this year. If they’re not 
there, look at other math games. Muggins is 
another great game and there are lots more.

Why math games? I’ve done a lot of 
tutoring over the years and in my opinion 
teaching math without math games is only 
half teaching the subject. Games take math 
to new levels – they teach flexibility and real 
life application — and they’re fun. Kids who 
play math games learn to own their math 
education. They learn beyond the test.

▶ Dice: How do you homeschool 
without a big collection of dice? I bought a 
game at a curriculum fair that had 100 dice 
in it – some of which went up to the numeral 
20. I took out the dice, put them in a zip bag 
and tossed the game. Kids love throwing 
dice and will put their brains to any equation 
you ask them to solve with them. Or ask 
them to make equations for you.

▶ Geography: I love placemat maps 
– those laminated maps that are kid-size. 
Totally worth the tiny investment! You can 
use them on the table, tack them to the walls, 
take them on trips. They’re always handy. 
“Uncle Bill was born in Montana – can 
you find it? Aunt Polly is on a missions trip 
in Guatemala – where is that? Name all 
the states that border Tennessee.” Endless 
possibilities.

And don’t forget geography board 
games. Even young children will rise to the 
challenge and learn muchbetter than they 
would from workbooks.

▶ Field Guides and Reference Books: 
A kid curled up on the sofa or under a tree 
with a field guide to birds, trees, rocks, 
seashells, insects, flowers, fish, the heavens, 
armor, flags, cowboys, castles, costumes… 
the list could go on almost forever – it’s the 
stuff education is made of. Can you find a lot 
of this on the Web?

Sure, but a book has no ads, no links to 
distract, and it invites a child to linger and 
think. That’s priceless.

▶ Surveys Courses: Not everything 
has to be studied in depth. It’s good for 
kids to just be exposed to some subjects to 
whet the appetite or stick some hooks in the 
brain or round out cultural literacy. Take 
art history, classical music, architecture or 
any other number of things. Some families 
may choose to delve deep, others may not. 
But just because you don’t feel your kids 
need to master the major artists or forms of 
architecture doesn’t mean you need to ignore 
the subjects. Look for card games, picture-
laden books (Eyewitness, for instance), 
videos (movies, documentaries), fiction 
(my kids loved the audio “Beethoven Lives 
Upstairs”), computer games, posters (those 
laminated placemat posters again – they 
have them with instruments, composers, war 
generals, flags, the skeletal system, weather, 
the periodic table, etc.).

▶ Board games: Again, how do you 
homeschool without them? There are the 

obvious: Scrabble, Monopoly, Pictionary, 
Boggle, Pay Day, Battleship, Where in 
the World. We loved Hail to the Chief and 
learned a ton about American politics that 
way. Global Pursuit by National Geographic 
is great (may not be available new). When 
I bought On Assignment, also by National 
Geographic, I ended up taking out all the 
cards and tossing the game. Quite often, one 
part of a game is worth the price. And don’t 
be afraid to change the rules of a game.

Take a look at this year’s curriculum fair 
with new eyes. There are treasures galore 
that will enrich your children’s education 
beyond the textbooks.

Beyond textbooks at our expo

Left, Pictionary is a 
wonderful board game; 
“Beethoven Lives 
Upstairs” makes great 
listening.

This math game worked wonders when I 
taught my children.

Tammy Drennan is a veteran homeschool mom with
grown children who writes at educationconversation.
wordpress.com

Power of games, field 
guides to supplement
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                                                                                                                                   423-877-Agape' (2427) 
                                                                                                            agapeartacademy@yahoo.com 

Christian Based Drawing & Painting Classes 
Pre-Basic Drawing, ages 6-9                                Basic Drawing, ages 10-18 

                                Offered at local Hobby Lobbies          

Corbin, Pre-Basic Drawing,  age 7
    1st Place, by Sophie, Watercolor Painting , Age 17

     Anna, Basic II Drawing, age 12

Classes designed by professional artist, Karen Barton, using a classical, 
structured, disciplined approach to teaching drawing & painting.  
Students have the option of continuing in the 8-year program: Each 
lesson building upon the next. Each year building upon the next!  
Moving from the foundations of drawing to pastel, watercolor, acrylic & 
oil painting. 
The success of the program is evident in the students’ winning 
accomplishments…7 statewide Best of Shows within 10 years, with each 
student’s average winning of $1,500.00. 
Check out the quality of the students' work on Facebook. 

Classes also available for Adults 
Karen Barton -BS Art Ed & Graphic Arts, MA in Drawing & Painting 

To see student artwork, like us on facebook 

 
 

Blue Ribbon Art LessonsBlue Ribbon Art Lessons  
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By Rebekah Hargraves

If you are a new homeschool mom 
embarking on her first year or two of 
homeschooling, you may have recently 
heard about CSTHEA's upcoming 
curriculum fair and expo and wondered why 
you should even bother with attending. 

In an age of online shopping, ebooks, 
Amazon deals, podcasts, and the like, it can 
perhaps seem pointless to attend a fair and 
expo such as this one. With that in mind, 
I want to share with you five reasons why 
I believe you would benefit from being in 
attendance.

▶ A hands-on feel for all the different 
kinds of curriculum available today.

While online curriculum deals do 
abound, they are all lacking in this: giving 
you the opportunity to thumb through the 
books, observe the correlating materials, and 
make the educated decision as to whether or 
not those products would be a good fit for 
your family or worth trying out. 

These very opportunities are yours, 
however, as you stroll through the fair and 
visit booth after booth, each containing 
different kinds of curricula which espouse 
and teach different educational methods and 
ideas. 

It's like a huge buffet spread out right 
before you where you get to try things out 
and see for yourself what is best for you.

And the good news? This is a two-day 
fair with only one admission fee, which 
means that if you need to leave, clear your 
head, and then come back later to look at 
more curriculum, you can do so for free!

▶ Camaraderie and the realization 
that you are not at all alone.

If you are a new homeschool mom (and 

Expo puts choices in your hand
5 reasons why brand new 
homeschool moms should 
attend Chattanooga expo

especially if you do not have much support 
in the form of likeminded homeschooling 
mom friends or family members who 
approve of your decision to homeschool!), 
it is easy to begin to feel as if you are alone. 
It is not, however, as easy to feel alone 
in your journey when you are attending a 
fair and expo alongside hundreds of other 
homeschooling moms who are also in 

attendance.

▶ Wisdom, help, big-picture insight, 
and encouragement from veteran 
homeschool moms.

While you are at the fair, keep an eye out 
for moms wearing small flower corsages. 
These women are all veteran homeschool 
moms who have educated a number of 

Rebekah Hargraves is a wife, mama to two littles, 
home business owner, blogger, and podcaster whose 
passions include reading, writing, spending time 
with her family, extending hospitality, encouraging 
others, and enjoying a good hot cup of tea or 
coffee. You can find more of her writings at www.
hargraveshomeandhearth.com

Members of the CSTHEA yearbook staff look over the latest production at the 
homeschool expo, held this yearJuly 20 and 21, a Friday and Saturday. Bottom photo, 
mom and daughters munch sweets and look at an exhibitor’s goods.
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A homeschool curriculum fair goer sneaks in private reading from a vendor’s table at the homeschool expo at Camp Jordan.

children at home over the course of 
many years. 

Each of them is there with the desire 
to answer your questions, calm your 
worries and anxiety, cut down on your 
feelings of overwhelm or confusion, and 
offer you the listening ear and words of 
encouragement you might be needing at 
this very moment. 

▶ Workshops you couldn't attend 
if you were to just shop online.

In addition to the 70+ vendors 
whose booths you can visit at the fair, 
we also offer a number of workshops 
every single hour on a multitude of 
topics ranging from how to teach 
various subjects to how to deal with and 
address different issues which can arise 
while homeschooling. 

Just having access to the wisdom, 
inspiration, and encouragement 
available during these workshops is 
more than worth the price of admission 

to the expo.

▶ Access to support groups and 
extracurricular activities for both you 
and your kids.

When you attend the fair, you will 
also have the opportunity to find out 
about all the support groups available 
to you and your children throughout 
Chattanooga and the outlying areas. 

You can also gather more 
information about the sports teams, 
theater, American Heritage Girls, 
Trail Life, mock trial, and other 
extracurricular activities available 
to your children (and even receive a 
discount when signing up for these 
activities while at the expo). 

W e are really excited 
about all that will 
be offered at the 
2018 CSTHEA 

Curriculum Fair and Home Education 
Expo and hope to see you there! If we 
can be of any help and encouragement 
to you, please do reach out and let us 
know.

Choices in your hand
Continued from Page 8

Two moms compare notes at the home education 
expo that is a yearly tradition among free 
market-oriented families in the Chattanooga 
area. The expo is one of the best in the South, 
drawing dozens of the most sought-after learning 
specialists and exhibitors in the field.

NEW
Sign up, 
pay for 
expo 
online @
CSTHEA.
org
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Teacher:  Jackie Shellabarger (Mrs. Jackie) cell 423.762.3382

HomeSchoolMusicClass.com

Music Class for beginners    Ages 5-7*
Students learn to sing folk and patriotic songs, read music and rhythm, 

play the recorder and appreciate classical music.

Classes offered at two different church locations
Mon. in Cleveland  Wed. in Chattanooga
older children on approval*                                               (East Ridge)

Call or email for class times and info.  Jackie@HomeSchoolMusicClass.com
Cost: $25 a month
$15 second child
Reg. $15 per child

This class was the single most beneficial thing that K.L 
and C. did this past school year!!  You are an excellent 
teacher! Thanks so much for your dedication.   - K.T.

Research shows that STUDYING MUSIC MAKES YOUR CHILD SMARTER!
Music students outperformed non-music students by 63 points in verbal and 44 points in math on the SAT.

G
G
G
G
G

G
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Child Advocate, is making the rounds on 
local talk shows to garner support for her 
claim that Matthew’s death is evidence 
of why homeschooling must be regulated 
in the state. (Susannah Domonic, The 
Federalist, June 18, 2018)

Parents fear school 
massacres, flee

There’s a lot to dislike about many 
public schools — and right now, student 
safety is at the top of the list. “After 
a gunman opened fire on students in 
Parkland, Florida,” a new Washington 
Times feature explains, “the phones started 
ringing at the Texas Home School Coalition, 
and they haven’t stopped yet.”

Like so many state organizations, the 
Texas organization was used to a certain 
number of inquiries about homeschooling. 
President Tim Lambert says they usually 
averaged about 600 calls a month—a 
number he watched double over the past 
several weeks. “When the Parkland shooting 
happened, our phone calls and emails 
exploded. And they’re not alone. (Tony 
Perkins, Family Research Council, 6/1/18)

Tennessee families 
increasingly fear ‘lockdowns’

KNOXVILLE, Tenn. (WATE) — The 
conversation about safety goes beyond the 
walls of school buildings and into the homes 
of many East Tennessee families, as some 
parents weigh the options of keeping their 
kids in public school or taking them out to 
home school. 

Mandy Tiejen, a mother of three 
children, has always chosen public school 
for education, up until two years ago. 

“My daughter 
was a kindergartener 
when Sandy 
Hook happened. I 
remember standing 
at the bus stop 
where we pick the 
children up with 
a neighbor, just 
crying,” said Tiejen. 
“Thinking that could 
be anywhere, it's 
just way too close to 
home.”

Nowadays, 
Tiejen teaches her 
children, right in the 
comfort and security 
of her own home. 

Reports of violence in schools wasn't the 
original reason Tiejen began homeschooling 
her children, but she says it's a big reason 
she's still doing it. “The other day I was at 
the dentist office and the woman's hands 
were kind of shaking, I asked her if she was 
OK. She said she just got a text that my 
kid’s school is on lockdown. I could feel 
that for her, but I didn't have to feel it with 
her. You almost feel guilty,” said Tiejen. 
(Amanda Ketchledge, “Public schools vs. 
homeschooling: A safety decision,” WATE.
com, April 30, 2010)

Bits & Pieces
Continued from Page 2

Mandy Tiejen teachers her children at home, and is relieved to 
escape the threat of school massacres in Knoxville. (Photo WATE)
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If you are interested in having your child 
participate please do not wait to contact the 
sport organizer. 

Once tryouts are held it is difficult to 
include late comers.

Fall sports (approx. July- Oct)
— Cross Country for grade 3 – 12 

both boys and girls contact Crystal Faudi 
runpatriot@gmail.com

— Girls Varsity Soccer – must be 13 by 
Aug. 15 contact Doug Sanders dls0er1@
gmail.com

— Girls Volleyball – high school 
and middle school ages. Contact Heather 
Calhoun. Email heatherc0609@gmail.com

— High school volleyball — Jan 
Bontekoe, janell@bontekoes.com

— Middle school boys soccer. Patrick 
Miles patmiles.stn@gmail.com

— Middle School soccer Girls Contact 
Brian Scott. Email: brian22scott@gmail.
com, Cell: 423-598-9262

Winter sports (Oct – early 
March)

— Basketball for boys and girls grades 

4 through 12, contact Jon Land, Patriot 
basketball director. Email:  
J.Land@Patriot-Basketball.com

Website: 
http://patriot-basketball.com/

Spring sports (March – May)
—Track — Crystal Faudi at 

runpatriots@gmail.com
— Boys middle school baseball. 

Contact James Perry 
jimmyperry2424@gmail.
com or Brad Posey — 
patriotshighschoolbaseball@
gmail.com

— High school baseball, 
Brad Posey, brad.posey@
verizonwireless.com

— Boys Varsity Soccer 
– highschool age. Amy 
Hammond at ahammond.
hammond@gmail.com

— Girls Middle School 
softball - Wade Hinson, 
wadehinson@gmail.com

— High school softball, 
Brad Posey, brad.posey@verizonwireless.
com

— Swimming Rebekah Reyher 
americanelite9@aol.com

— Tennis — need organizer
— Football – need organizer
Golf – need organizer
Athletic Director Janell Bontekoe 

janell@bontekoes.com 423-421-0550

Sign up for homeschool sports

The CSTHEA basketball team is known as The Patriots.
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Barter
Life has loveliness to sell,
All beautiful and splendid things,
Blue waves whitened on a cliff,
Soaring fire that sways and sings,
And children’s faces looking up,
Holding wonder like a cup.

— Sara Teasdale

Ah, the wonder of childhood. How can 
we steward these early days of exploration 
between infancy and formal school 
education (ages 2-5)? 

Here is an outline of the primary 
principles and practices that form our 

family’s early childhood education.
First, a couple definitions.
.

 By Rochelle Marshall

Who is the child? The child is a person, 
created in the image of God, fully formed 
and endowed with unique gifts and abilities, 
yet immature, in need of guidance and 
training toward love and good deeds (virtue). 
Who is the parent teacher? Also a person, 
imperfect, yet called to walk along with their 
child, teaching what they know and humble 
learning what they do not. 

Where does most of our educational 
philosophy come from? We follow the 

classical tradition as fleshed out through 
the principles and practices of Charlotte 
Mason, a 20th century British educator. Here 
is a link to her 20 principles paraphrased 
by L.N. Laurio. We are also influenced by 
the idea in Deuteronomy 11:17 regarding 
teaching in every place and time in life. 

In our home, the priorities we have in 
the early years are a foundation of good 
habits, much time spent in exploring nature, 
playing, reading aloud, fostering creativity, 
and building our family relationships.

 
Habits 

We want our children to grow into 
people who manage their time, take care 
of their bodies, home, and possessions, 
and treat others well. Establishing routines 
and orderly homes will also help us have 
“smooth and easy days” as we invest large 
amounts of our time in nourishing our 
children. 

This is also the age to establish 
household expectations for how people and 
objects are cared for, who is responsible for 
each task, and how we treat one another.

These are some books on manners 
we’ve enjoyed (they are very funny!):  
Manners Can Be Fun, by Munro Leaf, The 

Education before academics

Rochelle Marshall, homeschool graduate, Covenant 
College alumna, and former Ambleside School teacher, 
home educates her five children, ages 9 years to baby, 
on Lookout Mountain.

A toddler in the creek, just where she belongs. Right photo, another child next to piles of books. (Photos Rochelle Marshall)

Watch 4-year-old at his chores, and get hyperactive one outside

https://www.amblesideonline.
org/CM/20Principles.html
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Goops and How to Be Them, and Richard 
Scarry’s Book of Please and Thank You.  

Have your child work with you. Cook 
and clean together; teach them to care for 
their own bodies, clothes, rooms, dishes, etc. 
Some favorite chores for this age – emptying 
small trash cans, bringing laundry from 
closets to the laundry room, unloading the 
silverware & dishes stored low down, setting 
and clearing the dinning table, making lunch, 
wiping stairs, chairs, tables, etc., sweeping, 
using a duster, etc. 

It’s amazing what a well trained 4 year 
old can manage! 

If they have always been with/close to 
you during chores they (usually) have a very 
good attitude. 

Bad attitudes I’ve seen have been with 
children who are new to cleaning and chores 
or children who are older and now have to 
help and feel “put upon.” 

Often the bad attitude actually hides 
some embarrassment that the child doesn’t 
know how to do the job; they don’t realize 
that, but teaching them in a cheerful way and 
then consistently keeping them accountable 
to their tasks will help with attitude. 

Also, if they are trained and resist, I will 
sometimes inflict a consequence for arguing. 
Today I said to an older child, “Every time 
you say ‘but Mom’ regarding this job I’ll 
add another job. I’m envisioning very clean 
bathrooms.” Worked like a charm.

Nature
We try to spend several hours outside 

everyday. This is time spent exploring 
nature, in free play, and in active play. Please 
let your children spend great quantities of 
time outside. “ Never be within doors 
when you can rightly be without.”

 
Charlotte Mason

I have many fond memories of 
wandering with my thoughts as a child, or 
watching my mother garden, or making 

“salads” with dried grass and twigs, or 
going for little red wagon rides. Based on 
the childhood memories of my home, these 
things all happened between the ages of 2-5. 
It was a lovely time. The colors are calming 
(green is the most calming color), the 
environment is natural, and the air is fresh. 

Especially for children who struggle with 
any hyperactivity or anxiety, please get them 
outside several hours a day. 

This is more important than library story 
time (precious as it is to see all those cute 
little kids lined up listening to a story), more 
important than an alphabet workbook, more 
important than time with toys.

Foster curiosity. Help them notice. 
Embrace questions you don’t have the 
answer to. Explore together. Discuss. Look 
for answers together, or research and maybe 
tell them later what you read about. 

Learn about our world. My husband has 
a wealth of knowledge about the natural 
world, especially animals in North America 

that I know very little about. 
Instead of focusing on zoo animals, 

learn about the animals that live in our 
neighborhood. Put up a bird feeder. Pay 
attention to any squirrels, chipmunks, ants, 
snails, bugs. 

Even the most sterile subdivision or 
city block will have little bits of nature you 
can notice and keep track of. We’ve seen 
lovely birds in grocery store parking lots and 
wildflowers in ditches; the important part is 
noticing and caring. 

(And, may I humbly recommend 
that you add All About Reading to your 
recommended reading resources; it is a very 
solid curriculum for people who need open 
and go lessons with all the materials already 
made -- phonic cards, letter tiles, a very 
interactive "workbook" that is full of games, 
and a scripted lesson manual. There is no 
writing. It follows Orton-Gillingham and it's 
simpler than Spaulding.)

“Even the most sterile 
subdivision or city block 
will have little bits of nature 
you can notice and keep 
track of. We’ve seen lovely 
birds in grocery store park-
ing lots and wildflowers in 
ditches; the important part 
is noticing and caring.”
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At Bryan College, we are preparing students to serve Christ and make a difference. 
Start early and earn college credit while still completing high school with our affordable 
online dual enrollment opportunities. Take advantage of our free e-resource to help plan 
your high school curriculum and apply for college. Our on-staff Homeschool Specialist 
is available to help you navigate the admission process and decide if Bryan College is 
right for you. 

Explore a variety of degree options rooted in a biblical worldview, including the new 
Engineering major available in Fall 2018. Finish your bachelor’s degree at Bryan 
College, and you could earn a tuition-free master’s degree. It’s the Bryan Difference.

Learn more at:
bryan.edu/homeschool
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strong sense of belonging and significance 
and is a tangible way to show children “you 
belong” and “you make a difference.” Even 
though my children grumble about doing 
their daily chores, I can see their pride when 
they’ve finished a job well. It’s more in the 
“you’ll thank me later” category, but we 
certainly are developing a strong esprit de 
corps within the daily grind.

As Timothy Keller says in his book 
Every Good Endeavor, “without meaningful 
work we sense significant inner loss and 
emptiness. 

People who are cut off from work 
because of physical or other reasons quickly 
discover how much they need work to thrive 
emotionally, physically and spiritually.” (p. 
23) I can see how valuable work is in my 
own life. 

The fullness of work has been 
energizing, even the tasks that I used to 
despise (such as cooking), I’ve been able 
to find beauty and order and a routine. I’m 
thankful for the growth and education that 
have come as a result of this meaningful 
work. Which brings me to the next way that 
I’m receiving an education within the walls 
of my home: Reading.

Learning through reading
I often hear moms say “I’m not a 

reader.” Well, I confess that I used to say 
the same thing. But, as of this writing I have 
seven books next to my nightstand that I 
am actively reading through. I can see how 
motherhood and the decision to homeschool 
specifically, lit a fire for learning.

Part of this change came out of necessity. 
My husband is an avid reader and well, he 
was always reading so I figured I’d join him. 
The other thing that spurred my enjoyment 
of books was that I had questions and I was 
looking for answers. I found that books were 
the most effective way to get my questions 
answered. I read to know.

I often get asked by friends with small 
children how I find the time to read so many 
books. My two most consistent times of day 
are (1) During our afternoon rest time. Rest 
time can be anywhere from 1-2 hours long 
depending on nap schedules and whether or 
not my older kids are engrossed in books or 
playing with toys, paper dolls or coloring 
books. (2) Just before bed. I always make 
a habit of reading a book just before falling 
asleep. I made it through one book in one 
month by just reading 1-2 pages and then 

The more I read, the more children will read, as this son under a grand map. (Photo by 
Joy Cherrick)

Trickle-down
Continued from Page 3

References
Every Good Endeavor, by Timothy Keller
Prayer, by Timothy Keller
All Creatures Great and Small (series), by James Herriot
Toward a Philosophy of Education (Home Education Series), by Charlotte Mason

Additional Book Recommendations for a Mother’s Bookshelf
For the Family’s Sake and For the Children’s Sake, by Susan Schaeffer 

MaCaulay
Mere Motherhood and A handbook to Morning Time, by local author Cindy Rollins
Teaching from Rest, by Sarah Mackenzie
Educating the Wholehearted Child, by Clay and Sally Clarkson

Fiction books for escaping:
A Lantern in her Hand and White Bird Flying, by Bess Streeter Aldrich
Pride and Prejudice and Mansfield Park, by Jane Austen

Challenging Books
Orthodoxy, by G.K. Chesterton
Narrative Life of Frederick Douglass, by Frederick Douglass
Constitution 101: A Reader. Published by Hillsdale CollegePlease turn to Page 17
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WWW.HHLEARNING.COM

APPLY  TODAY

We’ve been providing excellent instruction from 
qualified teachers with a Biblical worldview for 20 years!

H
Contact us soon, courses fill quickly!
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Dad, sons — join us at Trail Life USA
Regular chapter meeting 7 p.m. Tuesday nights at Clear Creek 

Church of Christ in Hixson. • 5th Tuesdays reserved for dads’ planning 
• CSTHEA sponsored • Enter via gym doors at side

Call 
Dustin Sprick 

710-9014
 

drifting off to sleep. Sometimes I’ll go to bed 
earlier if I’m really excited about a particular 
book. These short spurts here and there have 
added up to a lot of reading hours over the 
years.

I mentioned earlier that I have about 
seven books going right now. I usually make 
it through the end of my books and try to 
have three books going (though that grows 
and contracts with seasons):

1. Spiritual or devotional
My spiritual or devotional books for 

the past few years have been something 
by Timothy Keller. I found that his books 
are easy to read, are heavy in scripture and 
provide me with a Truth to chew on, even if 
I only get to read one page in one sitting. My 
favorite book has been his book on prayer. 

I ended up reading through it twice 
because I wanted to take my time to put the 
ideas into practice. Having a spiritual book 
in my rotation seems to provide me a sense 
of relief and helps me remember to whom I 
belong.

2. Light reading fiction or a 

nonfiction topic I’m currently 
learning about

My light reading usually is for escaping 
or resting my mind from life’s challenge. 
This year I’ve been reading through the 
James Herriot series All Creatures Great 
and Small. The mind-break this provides is 
healing to me.

Sometimes I’m not interested in fiction 
at all. And during these times I’m usually in 
the middle of a research project to find an 
answer to some question on my mind. Part of 
my personality is that I’m curious, so this is 
how I satiate my curiosity. This research can 
take me weeks or months as I plow through 
books looking for answers to questions. It 

seems to do the same thing for me as fiction; 
it transports me to another world.

3. A challenging book
This has been something new for me in 

the past few years. Picking up books that are 
really hard for me to read or that I might not 
pick up on my own. The first book that was 
difficult for me to understand was Toward 
of Philosophy of Education by Charlotte 
Mason. 

The language was challenging and I had 
a lot of words to look up (though I skipped 
over many). I found that I could only read 
a few paragraphs or a page or two before 
needing to stop and figure out what I had 
just read. 

That book took me about nine months to 
read and thankfully, in the middle of reading 
it I found a book club in my area to join that 
helped me process what I was reading.

It’s fun to watch how, as parents, our 
passions and joys are picked up by our 
children. There is no telling what our 
children will be “when they grow up” but 
I’m excited to be on this learning journey 
with them. Homeschooling my children has 
opened the doors to many worlds for me 
I just didn’t know existed. So, I guess the 
magic is not just for kids, but for me as well.

Trickle-down learning
Continued from Page 15 “ 

My two most 
consistent times of day are 
(1) During our afternoon rest 
time. (2) Just before bed. 
I always make a habit of 
reading a book just before 
falling asleep.”

Rollicking adventure
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The American Heritage Girls creed:
As an American Heritage Girl, 
I promise to be
t Compassionate
t Helpful
t Honest
t Loyal
t Perseverant
t Pure
t Resourceful
t Respectful
t Responsible
t Reverent

The American Heritage Girls oath:
I promise to
t Love God
t Cherish My Family
t Honor My Country
t Serve in My Community

Troop TN1180
Chartered by CSTHEA * Homeschool Exclusive
Meets Tuesday evenings from 7:00-8:30 pm. at Burks UMC, Hixson
Contact Shannon Conkle at sec7779@yahoo.com
Look for us at the Curriculum Fair!

For girls in grades K-12

American Heritage Girls, other groups to be at expo

Girls connected with the homeschool-sponsored American Heritage Girls chapter will have a table at the home education expo July 
20 and 21 at Camp Jordan in East Ridge. 
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Volunteers are needed in four areas. 
Please call the contacts directly for the area 
in which you would like to volunteer or 
e-mail with your name and phone number.

Registration table
Here you help process attendee's forms 

and payments. This is a fun job because you 
get to see everyone as they come in. Anyone 
can do this; we train you on site. It’s also 
a great job for homeschool dads. Please 
volunteer for a two-hour shift; shifts begin at 
9 each morning. 

Please call soon to get the shift of your 
choosing. We need an approximate total of 
30 people volunteering at the tables.

Contact: Rebekah Hargraves, 423-
802-9693, owen.hargraves@yahoo.com

Exhibitor break room
Your hospitality coordinators need you! 

The hospitality room needs volunteers 
willing to serve for 2-hour shifts on Friday 
from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. and Saturday from 8 
a.m. to 5 p.m. 

Each volunteer will help assist by 
hosting the room as well as replenishing 
snacks and drinks for the exhibitors. This is 
a fun opportunity because you get to meet 
some of the exhibitors and their families as 
well as serve in your community. 

Teen volunteers, 13 and above please, 
are also needed for meal preparation and 
distribution at 11 a.m. and 4 p.m. on Friday 
and at 11 a.m. on Saturday. First to contact 
by email gets shift(s) of his/her choosing.

Contact: Shannon Conkle at sec7779@
yahoo.com or 423-309-9740.

Helping exhibitors set up
Here you get to help set up the exhibitor 

booths. Adults and teens are preferred. We 
need volunteers to come to Camp Jordan on 
Thursday, July 19 from 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. You 
do not have to come for all three days nor 
do you have to stay an entire day. Any help 
during any of these time periods would be 
appreciated.

Saturday tear-down
Help our family exhibitors tear down and 

load up their vans and trailers.
4 to 6 p.m.
Just show up.
Jan Bontekoe is expo coordinator. 423-

421-0550

Happy to help
Volunteer, service opportunities on expo weekend

A dad with small children gets questions answered at the home education expo in Chattanooga, an annual event set July 20 and 21.



Who are we? We are the 
Tennessee Home Education 
Association’s chapter for this 
area. The Chattanooga Southeast 
Tennessee Home Education 
Association (CSTHEA) is a 
volunteer Christian organization.

▶ Safeguarding and 
promoting the general right of 
parental authority in education

▶ Advancing the cause of 
home education in the state of 
Tennessee

▶ Serving homeschooling 
families by providing support, 
encouragement, and assistance

▶ Sponsoring sports teams, 
extra-curricular academic 
activities, outdoor adventure 
activities, and character 

development clubs, etc. Also 
providing financial support for 
team and club capital equipment 
purchases and for special events.

What is THEA?
▶ THEA monitors state 

legislation to protect home 
education freedom

▶ Advocates for and 

sponsors pro-freedom bills.
▶ Sponsors an annual 

Capitol Hill Rally and Reception 
Day in Nashville, providing 
homeschoolers with an 
organized opportunity to meet 
their state legislators

▶ Partners with other groups 
keeping abreast of national and 
international issues.

Boosting homeschooling in city
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By David Tulis

CSTHEA is gearing up up for its 
main event of the year, the homeschool 
expo and curriculum fair July 20 and 21 
at Camp Jordan arena in East Ridge.

For a minute we'd like to consider its 
benefits.

Benefits to us— and to the families 
we serve.

Let’s start with the gain to the 
families whose cheery faces fill support 
group meetings, field trips, theater 
productions and efforts of all sorts.

• The homeschool expo allows 
for personal interaction with vendors 
or people who are specialized in a 
particular curriculum, system or set of 
books. You can look at books firsthand, 
vs. just seeing the cover in a catalogue 
on the Internet.

• Several exhibitors are making a 
first-time appearance at the event.

• You can support small family 
business vs. big-box retailers. You can 
glean from the wisdom of experienced 
homeschool families, both vendors and 
workshops.

• You will be able to see old friends 
you haven’t seen in six months. Your 
teen can run around with pals for a 
whole afternoon at the expo and drink 
more Coke than she might drink in two 
weeks otherwise.

• Veteran homeschoolers are on 
hand to encourage and guide new 
homeschooling moms and couples at the 
expo. Again we are inviting experienced 
moms to wear a silk flower with an 
“Ask me” tag.

Not only do you benefit, but so do 
we.

The expo is CSTHEA’S primary 
fundraiser for the year. You can be glad 
it is so. Many groups hammer their 
”members” every quarter for a donation, 
sending out shrill pleas about imminent 
collapse or the ”urgent necessity” of 
sending in at least $25 . We never do 

that. We don’t dun homeschoolers for a 
handout, and we don’t sell our mailing 
list to anyone. We jealously preserve 
our friends’ addresses and information, 
and try to keep out of their way as far as 
financial needs go.

Many of our projects are not quite 
financially profitable, but CSTHEA 
funds them because they benefit families 
associated with us or who subscribe to 
this newsletter.

Whom does 
curriculum fair 

support?
Your patronage of our expo 
makes sure a variety of activities 
remain available to your children. 
Your patronage of our exhibitors 
ensures their profitability and their 
return to our event in the future. 
Our expo helps CSTHEA subsidize 
needed by the various activities 
for capital purchases and start-up 
expenses such as:

• Baseball  
• Basketball  
• Cross-country 
• Soccer  
• Girls Softball  
• Volleyball  
• Track
• Trail Life 
• American 
Heritage Girls 

• Mock Trial 
• Yearbook 
• Theatre
• Used Book Sale 
• Curriculum Fair 
• Graduation  
• Banquet
• Website  
• Newsletter

Expo spreads benefits around

Physical touch, personal 
interaction make expo 
most valuable.


